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MANUSCRIPT COMMONPLACE BOOK, ROUGH ACCOUNT BOOK AND NOTEBOOK 
IN PENCIL AND INK, INCLUDING FIVE PAGES OF HOME ABORTION AND 
CONTRACEPTION RECIPES -- “TO GET RID OF KIDS.” 


Various Ontario places (Aurora, Hamilton, St. Catherines), ca., 1908-1913? Pocket diary, approx. 
6.25 x 4 inches, black cloth over card wraps. Approximately 60-70 pages on text on ruled leaves, in 
pencil and occasional ink to the rectos and versos. 1 small photograph mounted to the verso of a 
leaf, labeled in autograph ink. Additional clipped tintype laid in. Worn, with cloth lifting from the 
card stock covers; some occasional damp-staining; one leaf of the library a trifle loose, evidence of a 


few other leaves roughly excised; in good condition. -- US$850 va W373 SEY) D+ 


Fund: OSHMIM Location: Osler ROBE MANUSCRIPT 


With the name and addresses to the first several pages of Mrs. Roy B. Parnell (Margaret Rank 
Parnell), who per Ontario marriage records was born ca. 1891 and married to Roy B. Parnell, a 
telephone lineman, in Lincoln, Ontario on September 6, 1909; she appears again as a widow 
marrying John Kirkwood in December, 1916. The spotty but interesting miscellany notebook of a 
Canadian woman who collects a few extracts of reading ("Eli Perkins on Judges"), occasional notes 
on wages received working (as at a canning factory), records of the occasional boarder, a 3-page list 
of books in her library (Sherlock Holmes included), some household inventories, notes on sales of 
jewelry (apparently in partnership with her sister-in-law, Daisy Parnell), an intriguing series of notes 
that Daisy "went to Hospital on Nov. 30th 1908 at 6:30 P.M. on Mayor Campbell's ordet" [almost 
certainly John Samuel Campbell, 1860-1950], followed by the birth of Daisy's baby on December 11 
and her release from the hospital on Jan. 4, 1909; a note in ink autograph below that records the 
birth of Daisy's second child, Thelma Gertrude Parnell, May 8, 1910 in "St. Kitts." (he mounted 
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